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Our West Indian Island

(Copyright, 188, by Frank G, Carpenter.)
S8AN JUAN, Porto Rlco, June 25, 1800 —
Uncle Sam’'s West Indian  garden  patch!

How ehall 1 describe 1t? It Is different from
anything that has been published concern-
Ing ft. It has more curlous features than
any part of the South American continent
where I have been traveling for the pas:
yvear, and a richer goll than almost any part
of the world,

I came to Porto Rico on the government
transport MePhersen, and  have already
cressed the island from one stde to the other,
making many excursions through the in-
terior, The island I a4 revelation to me, 1
have never sgeen a country In which nature
hag done sa much to make a pleasant home
for man.

“* Porto Rico Is a combination of the beau-
ties of the tropics and temperate zone, It
Is the new Switzerland of Unecle Sam's do-
minfion. It lacks perhaps the grandeur of
the APps or the Rockies, but its guiet semi-
troplecal beautles more than make up for

**lack of snows and gigantle rocks. Some-
times in golng over it T am reminded of
Japan, and agaln I am earrled back to the
mountains of Corea or the hilla of China.
There are silver streams, with thatohed huts
~¢linging to the sldes of the hills, down which
they run; there are regions which equal the
Blue Ridge mountains In thelr soft, hazy
beauty, and other parts in which were |t
not for the bananas, the cocoanut palms, the
bread frult trees and other tropical wonders
you might Imagine yourself at home in gome
:f the most beautiful of our rolling lands.

A Kite Tnll View of Porto Rico.

Before 1 deseribe my tour of the island
let me give you a birdseye view of i, Sun-
pose ‘we could attach ourselves for the pur-
pose to the tall of one of our wenther burean
gltes, which, I belleve, mount higher than
any other kites made by man, and fly aver
it. We should see a great rectangular body
of blue land rising, as it were, out of some
of the quletest waters of the glohe,

Porto Rico Is about 1,400 miles from New
York, on the boundary between the Atlantie
“weean and the Caribbean sea,

It lles between the Islands of Santo
mingo and St. Thomas. It is go near
latter island that you can steam there In
about six hours, and so far east of Cuba
that It takes our best transporte two days
to go from Ponce, on the south, to the city
wf Santlago.

Porto Rico, as we eee It from our kite, is
a mass of rclling hills, WIith the exception
of a light green fringe bordering the coast
it is all hills and valleys. And such hills
and such valleys, The hills slope up In
places llke walls, and the valleye are gigan-
tie capltal “V's,” with mountaln etreams

“dashing through them. Everyvthing is cov-
ered with green, the dark shades of the
mouniains largely composed of coffee, to-
bacco and bananas, while the slckly green
of the ccastal plains comes from the sugar
plantatlons,

In looking at the Island you see that the
Lille rise higher in the center. It is di-
vided by a mountain chaln, which runs
through it from west to east, hranching out
near the end in two spurs. This ridge
looks just llke a pitehfork, with two great
tines and a long handle. The joint of the
fork 1s about aixty miles from the western

aend of the island, and each of the tines Is
about forty miles long. Not far from
where they join, one green mountain rises
high above the others. This is El Yunque,
or the “Anvil,"” the highest point In Porto
Rico, It 1s 3,600 feet above the level of
the ocean and you can see it far out in the
Atlantie and in the Caribbean.

. Where the Atlantie Is Deepest,

It Is the top of the mountain chaln
which, rising out of the sea, forms the
Antilles. These islands are, In fact, merely
the peaks of a great mountaln range which
extends far down Into the bed of the
ocean. If the water could be taken away
ot walled off you would here have some of
the highest mountalns of the globe. The
deepest part of the Atlantic is just north of
Porto Rico, In coming to San Juan I sailed
over Brownson's deep, the botlom of which
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is five miles under water. It was at the
#oint in the ocean plain where the land
rises and f{inally culminates In El Yunque,

1f you ecould shut the sea off from thile point
the top of Porto Rico would be higher than
any mountain In the Andes or the Rockles.
It would be higher than anything in the
world outside the very highest of the Him-

walayas. The same mountaln chain springs
up out of the water in Cuba to a distance
c¢f 8,000 feet above the sea, and in Santo
Domingo, where It 18 the tallest, to 11,000
feet, It rapidly falls toward the east, and
in 8t. Thomas it rises only half as high as
Porto Rlco above the water,

L A Mole on the Face of Texaw,

. I have called Porto Rico a gurden patch.
It is lttle more than that in slze, com-
pared with the United BStates, It Is so
small it would hardly be a mole on the face
of Texas. It would take just about 1,000
Porto Ricos If they could be #liced off and
together to make a crazy quilt
covering the Unlted States, 1t is only three
times as big ag Rhode Island, about half ase
big as New Jersey and little less than half
the size of Massachusetts, You could put
ten Porto Rieos Into Indiana, and if you
cut It up into sguares It would only be sixty
times the size of the District of Columbia.
fts average width is about as great as from
Washington to Baltimore, and its length is
not much greater than from Baltimore Lo
Philadelphia, Were it level you could walk
ffrom one end of it to the other in three
days and across It in one. On a bleyels you

*

could travel over it
coast to coast,

in a few hours from
The People Ssyarm,

Notwithstanding
It Is more thickly

Its smnllness, however,
populated than any of
our stites except Massachusetts and Rhode
Island. 1t has 814,000 people, or 203 to the
squaure mile, A square mile is 640 peres, It
Is just a sectlon of land. On every section
of Porto Rico there are 223 people, and on
every quarier sectlon, oy 160-acre farm,
there are Hving on the average about fifty-
four eouls.

This 18 g0 notwithstanding the Island hag
almost no manufactories. The people  all
live off the =oll, and hence thelr conditlon
snnot ba compared with that of the people
of our thickly settled manufacturing states,
where there are so many large cities,

As It Is Porto Rico has Lwice as many
pecple to the square mile as the state of
Noew York, twice as many as Pennsylvania
and three times as many as Indiana or 1=
nois, slx times as many as  Missourl or
Georgin and nlmest nine
L uiglana. With such

times a8 many as
would

conditions it
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seem a poor prace for our farmers, who need
at least a square mile to turn around in.
A Lnnd of Few Citien.

1 see It etated that there are 200,000 people
living in the cities of Porto Rico. 1 don't
belleve it. The country has only three citles
of any size, and all the towns are overestl-

mated. San Juan bas, it is sald, 37,000
people, but if so half of these live in the
suburbs. By the estimautes of the health ofli-

cers, who made a careful eanvass, there are
cnly 16,000 people living Inside the walls,
and this sectlon constitutes the eity proper.
Mayaguez has perhaps 10,000 people and
Ponce between 20,000 and 30,000,

The most of the so-called cities of Porto
Rico would he consldered little more than
villages in the states. The land Is divided
up Into municipalities, but each municipal-
ity contalns not only the village by which
it is governed, but all the people llving for
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COCOANUTS IN PORTO RICO.

miles around, so that a town of 500 or 1,000
is often put down as having from six to ten
thmes that number. 1 find, in fact, the fig-
ures and statements put down in the boaks
to matters Porto Rican full of errors.
They are made up from unrellable data, and
the most of them come from Spanish books
from Afty to 100 years old,

a8

The Climnte,
Take, for Instance, the climate, About a
generation ago some Spaniard wrote that
Porto Rico was a country of ecatarrh, con-

sumption and bronchitls, He stated that
the hot, molst climate caused dysenterles
and fevers and gave the land a bad name
us to health, This statement has o a large
extent been copled and has created a serlous
mislmpression. Our army surgeons tell me
that the contrary | the truth, and 1 find that

the Americans who have come to Porlo Rico
have, a8 a rule, improved In health

Take mysgelf. When 1 left Washington 1
was considerably troubled with the nasal
catarrh, for which that eclty s famoun 1

brought with me an atomilzer and other ron-
edies. The moment I Inndad
catarrh loft me and 1 have not had a sign of
It during my stay here. One of the captain
quartermastors has had a similar experience
and I have met a number of people who havy
been cured of catarrh and bronchitia
landing in Porto Rico.

Snnitnarvrinm for Nervous Discases,

I was talking today with Mr. Harrison
the manager of the San Juan & Rlo Medras
rallroad, as to climatic conditions. Sald he

“1 think Porto Rico will eventually be a
sanitarium for Amerlcans who are broken
down nervously., Take my own case. 1 was
aMieted with nervous prostration when 1
was In Chieago. 1 oould not sleep and could
ant work. I have improved every hour since
I eame to Porto Rico and T have been at my
deek from 8 In the morning until 6 every
day. 1 am dolng what would naturally be
wearing work. It Is, you know, the crgani-
gation of thiz ratlroad, but It does not seem
to affect me. Bveryone sleeps here,

“There |38 another (hing about the cli-
mate,” continwed Mr. Harrigon, “that should

it San Juan my

since

AN VILLAGE,

be contradicted and that Is as to consump-
tion. I have looked for it and I eannot sco
many evidences of it. In our gireel cars we
do not have the disgueting hawking and
spitting that you find In the United States
You will not see it on the streets and 1
den't belleve that the disease exlsts.”
FPorto Rico Not n Hot Country.

It is nol hot here except in the middle of
the day and then no warmer than in the
United States. 1 doubt whether Porto Rico
ever gels so ot as some parts of Ohlo and
Indiana in the summer and there s no ques-
tion but that the Porto Ricans would roast
in Waskington In July and August, The
alr here is full of molsture, but there Is a
breeze always blowing whiech makes it rather
pleasant than otherwise. The dally average
temperature the year arcund Is about 80 de-
grees and here at San  Juan the mean
monthly temperature deducted from observa-
tlons of more than twenly years is less than
70 degrees Fahrenheit. In this period the
thermometer only rose thrice to 90 degrees
and It never fell below 0H7 degrees,

With so much humldity even this heat
would be oppressive were it not for the
breezes which come from the North Atlantle,
They are full of ozone and they stimulate
vou like a cocktail. 1 find that I am dally
doing too much, tirlug myself out before 1
know It and only realizing that 1 am waorn
cut when 1 sit down, This is especlally so
un the coastal plaing, IFurther back on the
high lands the alr I8 cooler and more otim-
ulating. In fact, I shoulil say that Porto
Rico 18 fully as healthy a counlry as any of
our southern states,

Eight Hunared Thousand Sore Arms,

And this brings me to the guestion of the
smallpox, which has been reported as roag-
Ing down here this year, There have been
some cases and the most of them have been
removed (o an Island near San Juan or pul
into hospitals apary from the rest of the
people. The poor among the Porto Ricans
herd together In such & way that It I8 &
wionder the whole Isfand is not  infected
with the disease. 1 will describe their life
later. At present 1 belleve there are no
smallpox cases left,

The most romarkable thing in connection
with the smallpox was the vacclination of
the whole population under our army sur-
gecns. When I arrived In San Juan every
man, woman and child had sore arms, 1
AW BOre Arms on every country road. Sore-
armed men worked in the flelds, sore-armed
women stcod at the doors of the houses with
gore-armed bables In their arms, and 1 saw
them by hundreds in every clty and village
as 1 traveled through the Interlor. 1 ven-
ture that thers were at Teast 800,000 sore
arms here gt that time,

In many cases the vaccination took so
seriously as to make large scars, and it
was not uncommon to see bables with scabs
on thelr arms as blg as a quarter of a dol-
lar. In golng through the poorest gquarters
of the cities and studying the life there I
pretended at times to be a government in-
gspector, and took a look at the arms of the
people as an excuse for entering the houses
to see how they lved, and 1 falled to find
any who were not more or legs affiicted

Biggest Yaceinntion Jobh on Eurth,

The vacoination nf this emormous number

BEE.

within
foute

n few woeks was one of the greal
of modern surgery, A months
after Uncle Sam took possession 1t was found
that smallpox had broken out and that only

fow

n fow In every thousand of the populntion
had been wvacelnated, 1t was declded that
all must bBe inoculnted at onece.  Major Azel
AMEes, one of our Army surgeons, was chosen
to take charge of the work, and he has ne
compfished It in a way that will be one of
the wonders of moedleal history

In the firgt place, regulations were aent
ottt providing that & man could not got
work or do business of any kind without
he was vacelnated, and that all the people
must come to ceortaln stations  ovel the

l&land and submit thelr arms to be seratehed,
The penallles were such that they came In

hordes, and today 1 doubt if there are 100
unvaccinated men, womon and children on
the Island.

The work was carrled on Iargely by the
native doctors, under the directlon of onr
surgeons, and thousanda were  troated In
a day. In caseg where the firsl vacolnation

did not take, n second vaccination was re-

quired, and, all told, the vacelnationa must

have amounted to more than 1,000,000,
Vacelnnting Cnttle for Smnlipos,

The supplying of the vacelne matter for
this work was a serlous undertaking At
first vaceine points by the thousnmls  wore
imported from the United States. The long
sea vovage destroved the virus and Major
Ames found that he would have to make
his own vacelne matter here.

For this reason he tried to vaceinate the
Porto Rican ecattle, but the results at first
were unsatisfactory. Our eattle when vae-
cinated develon blisters and sores just like
those which appear on the arms of human
belngs when so inocoulated. The matter
which oozes out from these sores fs put
upon the pointe urged for vacclnation of
human belngs,  The TPorto  Rican ecatile
when vacelnated formed hard round seahs
without pus. At first Dr. Ames thought
that the operation had been of no effect
By squeezing the secabs, however. he dis-
covered that they produced drop= of vaceline
matter, and that from these he could make
the points required.

The next thing was to establlsh n vaceine
farm. He Ald this near Coamo Springs and
In & few weeks had here the largest vare-
clne farm on record, He secured  abont
2,000 animnals ranging from 8 monthys to 1
year old., The vaceination dld not injure
the cattle, and the hig stoek dealers of the
lasland furnished them for nothing the
simple condition that they were to re-
turned In gond order.

on

he

Fach of the anlmala was first cxamined
to see that it had tuherenles!= or aother
dlreases, 1t temperature was taken acain

and agaln and It was given a olace on
the government record. When vacelnated
it was numbered with a zinc ta: and the

number of vaccine points which were mnde
from 1t were marked to correspond with this
tag so that an exact record of cvery point
could he had.

On Unele Sam's Vacelne Farm,
During my stay Conmo Springs
learned something of how the beasts were
vaccinated. Each anlmal, after belng testel
and found free from disease, i1s hronght up
beside a folding table, the top of which
stnnds perpendleularly against the side of
the animal. The beast I3 now tled to the

THI: BIEST OIFIFICIES
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labile and by & twist the top Is raisel and
lald horlzontally on the legs of the table
with the beast on top of it
Now the doctora shave all the hale {rom
L place as Dlg na vour two hands on one slde
the belly, exposing the skin, which 1s as
soft and tender as that of & childl. ‘This Is
soraped for a thme with a sharp knlfo until
ho blood shows (hrough the skin
the vacoine
then turned
aide s

and upon
Is rubbed
over and a apot
vacelnated In the

the sore spot
o animal |s
wik Its other
me way

It & found that nearly all animals
ke, and De. Ames tells me He has obialned
4 many as 2,000 polnts from n singlo boast
of the queer things about the farm is
the method of distingnishing the cattle vae
cinated from day to day., Those which are
rented one day have thelr horos painted rod,
those of the next dny have thelr horns
palnted blue and these of the third day
yellow, Tn thie way the groups can be cas
ity listinguiahed and the wvacecinoe matter
Ratherod at just the right time,
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Iriendship Insurance

That there may be such o thing ns carry
ing insurance too far Is Indlented by the enwe

of Mr. Muleahy and Mr. Mulhooly, two Trish
gentlemen, reports o Londen poper. Though
they were knowin to be great friends, thoey

were one day obperved to pass each othey
In the street without o greeting.

‘Why, Muleahy,” a friend asked, In
totttshment, “have you and Muthooly quar
refed 2"

an

CThat we have not!™ sald Mr. Multahy
with ecarnestness
CThere seemed to be o coolness between

vitg when vou passed just now.'

“That'e the Ingurance of our fellowshlp.”

“1 don’t understand,*’

“Whoy, thin, I8 this way,  AMuolhooly
1 are that devoted to wan another that wo
can’'t bear the Wea of o gquarrel, an’ as we
are both molghty quick tempered, we've re-
solved not to shpnke to wan another at all!™

and

Rinehart

Omaha Safe Deposit Vaults,

In Noscment,
Omnhe Sntlonnl Benk,

Miolo by

Absolute security for all valuanbles. Sofes
$5 0 yvear ond upward, ‘Trunks, chests, ete,,
recelved on storage al reagonable prices.

Open from % a. m, to H poom,

The publie Invited to Inspect the vaulls,

BIEEE BUILDING

The Palace Office Building.

Only w few nre vacant,

Apply to iR, O, PETERS & CO,, Groomd Floar,




